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Fol’o'vmo Is the transcnpt'éf P;esz:1
r’ent Ford’s news: conference in Wash- ’
irgton- last night, as*recorded by .The
:?* ew York szes- tnrouoh the faczhtzes
0[ ABC news: -

OPEN IN'G STATE\IE\’T

ror over a year, the natxon ‘has ‘en-*
"avnd in.exhaustiveinvestigations into
t..:a activity. of "thas C.I.A_, and other. A
int r>U..ge::c=- units. of s6ur. Government, ‘|
Facts,-bearsay. and:closely held secrets.:
—ail have been,spread;out.on me puDL ;
racord,,zi nuw x5 e SIS RN

‘Ve have- leamed many* lesson; “rom’:*

Lis experience; ‘but”we: must oot be-.,
come- oosessed Wlt‘l “the! deeds of J’eﬁf
past.’ We-must act for the fumre. To-.
night; I am announcing plans for the:
m'st major reorganization of, ;he intels -
lizence comrunity since 1947~

_must be based upon a clear understand-

gFirst: I amr estaohshmv by evcu“vr
: da.r*a naw--command stmcture for:=
rcrexgz intellizence: Henteforth, over-
vik r‘m.c,f d:rec::ons for intzllizence will®
sisin“only one-place:the-Nacdozal Se-—
rity Council, consisting' of the Presi---
’-n, the Vice Presxdent, the Secretary
>f State and Secretary of Defease. Man- -
ig:menr of intelligenca. will -bz con-~*
iocted b a amgle new committea. That" .
ommitiee will .be chaired by the Dx--
~c:or o; Cmtral Imelhcence Georﬂ

)"L e

To monitor the performa.na of ouf

telligence operations:-I'am creating. a4
~aJ 1“@:;: ndent oversight board .to be~
2ade up of -private-citizens. - Former3
\mbassador.. Robert =Dy - Murphy »will
mr the board and two.other distin=3
shed citizens—Stephen Ailes and. I_eOH
>m&m!l serve "a2s: members.<; All
hrze - of these units—the National- Se<s
rity Councii, the - committee on for-=
zn intelligence - and - the - oversight?
sard—will be responsible’ to me, - so
hat the President wilt continue to be_
.qutaly arcountab’e for our mtelh-ﬂ
eace activities, . .-o 7

f8=c0"d to improve ‘the- perrO"ma‘1C° N

{ the nt=]ug°nce agencies- and -to re-:
'o'-w pudlic confidence i’ them, I am’
suing @ comprehe“xswe set. of pubhc
videlines whicn will serve as legally
inding charters for our Fintelligence:
ncies. The charters . will. provxde
ngent protections for the rights of
erican citizens. I will~soon -meel
i:h Congressional leaders to map ‘out:
vmlauon to provide-+ judicial ~ safe-

urds  against “electronic- survexllame
d mail openimgs.*I will’ also suppo
'n:L.uo'x that would prohibit attempts

“to our fresdoms.™

- trends.. aboiif:

'rors*n_&

_aily, . militarily "and - economically, *'w
“must havea conprehensne 1ntelh°ence

‘nation, and our~-foreign: policy is des.

“Yet we also recoc,mze that the best way -

* community—the - dedicated “men and
.women who gather .vital: informaation

.that advance our interests in the world. -

Athe confidence “and- capability "of our
intellizence services. so that we can live :
- securiiy in peace and freedo**\ Tnat
s my goal. - - . .

; thetlives of foreizn-leaders..

‘-.”~ 43 —JL
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"GThird, tomorrow-1 will send to'the}
Congress special legislation to safe-|
"ua;d critical 1nt°lhgence secrets. This
ev'slanon would make-it a crime. for!
a Government- employee who has ac-
cess to-certain highly- classiiied infoz- |
mationt to reveal that mfomatmn im-
properly. ..~ : : i

- In taking theae actxona I have been'
guided,by..two: xmperat ves. | “_;w )

‘As Americans, we must. notand w:lI'
not tolerate actions. by our Government
which abridge the rights of our citizens.
Ar the same time, we must maitain a
stronz- and effective intelligence. capa-
mty in the United States. I will not
be a parly to the dismantling.of the
C.I.A. and the other mtelhonnce agen-

Cu.a.

To be effect.ne ‘Gur forewn pollcy‘

ing of the international environment.sl

.To operate without adequate and, timely

inteiligence information.will cripple .our, A
secunuy in a world thaf-is sL.ll ostlle‘

Aoy

* Nor can be confine our mtelhﬂerce to,
th2 question of “whether: tbere' will be
an imminent-military attackixWe also
need information - about the fworld’s
economy, abouts; pohtxcal and social |

tion- bmwth

- To¥protect”iouras cunty

capability. = .- -I¥ ,
~The United"States is'a peace—!ovmv»

signed to lessen the threat of war'and-
of aggression. In recent.-years, we have:
made substantxal progress toward that-
goal—in the Middle fasL in Europe, in
Asia. and elsewhere around the world:

to secure the peace is to‘be fully pre-
pared to defend our interests. I beheve'
in peace through strength, - :
A central pmar of our stre'\oth lb, :
of course, our armed forces. But another
great pillar must be our ‘intelligence

around the world and carry our missions

. The overriding task now is to rebuxld

- tives where he did a very fine job, I'm

food supply ‘and: popula-
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QUESTIONS .
Intelligence Director - ,

Q. Mr. President. You have talked °
_often lately including tonight about the :
nead for-a strong intelligence capabil- ;
ity. You have anaomtnd a Director of ;
Central Intelligence who has little or no
intelligence expertise that 'm aware of, !
.znd 1 wondered what do you see as
the adventages of having a ‘relative
novice- directing the 1nte1h°em:° com-
munity?

A. I respectiully dxsagree w;tn your
_assessment of George Bush’s capabili- 2
ties and background. George Bush was ‘
our U.N. ambassador and did a superb |
job at the United Nations. Gz20r3g2 Bush
was our reprasentative in the People's
" Republic of China and in that capacity.
did extremely weil. Pve known George |
Bush for a number of years; I servod
with him in the House of Representa-

absolutely convinced he will- pecform
superbly as the Director of the Central
Intellizence Agency. .

Q. Are you arguing that he hag an
- intelligence backv'ound" A. I'think’ha
has-the-intelligence to do the, job and
the experience in- foreign policy, and
_Ithmk~ these: are. major- ingredients that.
make -him an ou;sta:'dmu person.,for
_'thls respon>1b Ilty :

) E
'Q" "\‘Ir"Pres dbnt‘ Rober""Strauss 'has -
'Sngested that it might benoove you [
_‘,_’t_o_g§5 _former Pr:sxglent Nixon to post-
_pone-ot cancel his trip to C‘xma,_'rberej
_are also.reports that you're
‘because ‘it  coincides "with' the "New !
" Hampshire pmrary Do- you “have any :
p)ans to ask him to put oif the trip?>’ -

".A..I have no. such’ plans, Mz Nmon'
[xs going. to -the -People’s 'Republic “of .
“China as a prwale ‘citizeni-at the invita-
-for: any,. alleged -political ‘purposes ‘that |
.tion of that Government. I don’t believe’
vate American. citizen visit'that country:”
1. should intervene with:the* invitation
or a foreign government to hav> a pri-’
- Q. Well, do you think if the Chinese
Govemment "sends? a.. special-:plane
which: lands. at a military airport, . aa)\q:
for the top media in’ this:couniry: tox
cover -him—some 20 represmtanv&——
and you-send your special briefing!
books on: the changze-in leadership andg
lt still is a private tnp in their eyes? =}
YA Well, “let. me.answer. several. o‘%
‘,those qu’estxons, you've asked a. gocd |
many, of them...: <. it e :’,}
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